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XI. 


No. 545. _ 


Tue A.V.D. anp Trran Campaian. 


The great advances made by the Army Veterinary 
Department may not be generally knowa to the pro- 
fession. A recently issued report on the working of 
the A.V.D. with the Tirah Expeditionary Force 
brings out very prominently the great value of the 


Mr. Dollar asserted that he had looked up the whole 
question, and we concluded that he must therefore 
know a public meeting had been held. Possibly he 
overlooked some of the evidence. 

Here are the references upon which we make our 
statements :—In The Veterinary Record for February 
27th, 1892, page 459, is a notice sent by the Secre- 
tary of the fund announcing a general meeting of all 


fullest veterinary direction. In former wars the ' subscribers on March 8th. The agenda includes— 


losses in transport animals were terrible. In the 
Afghan wars of 1878-79 and 1880, and the Zulu war 
of 1879, the mortality on the lines of communica- 
tions was nearly cent. per cent.—(reliable statistics 
are not available)—-whereas in the Bechuanaland 
Expedition in 1884-85 the percentage of losses from 
all causes were :—- Horses, 5 per cent ; mules, 4} per 
cent. ; cattle, 7 per cent. 


«3. To discuss the form the memorial is to take. 
N.B.—The question of a reward to post graduate 
students will probably be raised.”’ 
In The Veterinary Record of March 12th, 1892, 
page 491, is aletter from the Hon. Sec.. F. Raymond, 


which commences—‘‘ Owing to a lamentable over- 
sight on the part of the Hon. Secretary, who omitted 


In the Chitral war of 1895, where 45,000 transport | t0 notify that the general meeting was to be held 


animals were used, the percentage was only 5. 


the Afridi (Tirah) war lately terminated, 74,000; 


transport animals were employed, the percentage of 
loss being only three. 

Facts like the above demonstrate the advance in 
veterinary sanitation, and the good work, and indeed 
hard work, of our confréres of the Army Veterinary 
Department. 
thousands of pounds, and in a military sense the 
efliciency of the animals has materially contributed 
to suecess which cannot be valued in money. 

The report is signed by the Principal Veterinary 
Officer in India, but it covers a long report by Vet.- 
Col. Glover, under whose immediate direction the 
measures taken to care for the animals were carried 
out. Special remark is made by Colonel Glover 
approving the work of his subordinates Vet.-Captains 
Forsdyke and Richardson, and Vet.-Lieut. Rose. 

Not only hardships, cold and fatigue had to be 
combated. Serious diseases were detected—rinder- 
Pest and foot-and-mouth disease among the cattle ; 
Strangles, mange, and fevers among the horses and 
mules. Reading the report one can only wonder how 
Success was obtained in such conditions as existed, 
and we feel proud indeed that veterinary surgeons can 
Claim the eredit for it. 


Tue Memoriau. 


h. desired to avoid controversy on this subject, 
a Mr. Dollar resents our statement that he 


The saving to the State amounts to' 


‘ knows perfectly well that there was a public meet- 
ma = characterises it “both in its immediate 
Polite — Suggestions as neither pertinent nor 
ap We feel obliged to explain further. And first 

Y that no offensive suggestion was intended. | 


In | in the Council room of the Royal College of Veterin- 


ary Surgeons, very few subscribers attended, and 
therefore the Chairman (Mr. Roalfe Cox) determined 
upon an adjournment sine die.” 

In The Veterinary Record of May 14th, 1892, page 
607, is a report, which extends to nearly four columns, 
of a yeneral meeting of the subscribers to the fund, 

We are unable to say after this lapse of time how 
the meeting was convened. We believe it was by a 
posted circular. Letters regretting inability to 
attend were read from Messrs. Cox, Malcolm, Gart- 
side Mayor, Bloye, Jas. Simpson, and Col. Thomson. 
No list is given of those who attended, but the report 
quotes the following as having spoken— Messrs. C. 
Stephenson, F. W. Wragg, G. Fleming, W. Hunting, 
A. Leather, F. Raymond, Maj. Glover and Prof. Shave. 
The report of the Working Committee was read. 
This Committee consisted of Colonel Lambert, Cap- 
tain Evans, Professor Pritchard, Messrs. J. Simpson, 
5. Slocock, W. J. Mulvey, Professor Axe, Professor 
Shave, Mr. Hurndall, the Chairman, Treasurer, and 
Secretary. Is it likely that anything unfair or 
irregular would have been permitted by this group 
of gentlemen? Is it possible that the gentlemen 
who attended the meeting would have come together 
fortuitously or without notice ? At this general meet- 
ing it was resolved—‘‘ That the memorial take the 
form of a reward for scientific or literary work of 
merit, connected with the profession, and that it be 
limited to members of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons. 

Our excuse for this lengthy note is that we read 
Mr. Dollar’s letter as a reflection on our good faith 
and not because we have any doubt that the infor- 
mation is not well known to every subscriber to the 
Steel Fund. 
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SPAVIN. 


By M. G. Joty, Professor, Saumur School of 
Cavalry. 


M. Barrier attributes the primary alterations of 
spavin to a strain of the ligamentous apparatus ; 
Eberlein, to the contrary, thinks that the affection 
starts by an ostitis. The opinion of Professor Joly 
‘¢may be compared to a simple trait of clinical union 
destined to unite both of the pathological anatomy 
conceptions,”’ he considers that the primary arthritis 
of spavin is characterised by multiple lesions of 
the bones, cartilages, and articular ligaments. He 
has arrived at this conclusion by examination of 
numerous hocks presenting the commencing lesion® 
of spavin ; he has thus found alterations of the osteitic 
type, lesions of osteo-chrondritis and osteo-desmitis. 
All these articular modifications are probable primary 
and indicate the multiplicity of the origin of spavin. 
The finding of these primary lesions has enabled the 
author to precise the point of departure of spavin ; in 
general, the dry arthritis commences in the median 
articulation of the base of the hock and in its medio- 
external region. This opinion goes to meet that of 
M. Barrier, who thinks that the arthritis commences 
in the articulations in the infero-internal part of the 
hock and tends to propagate itself to the superior 
ones from above to below, and within outwards. 
Spavins generally go in pairs, according to M. Joly ; 
we always find on both hocks of a horse affected with 
spavin two lesions identical by their seat and nature, 
but in a different stage of evolution. This synchron- 
ism in the alterations of both hocks probably explains 
its coincidence which is produced between the appear- 
ance of the ankylosing osteo-arthritis and the develop- 
ment of the osseous defects of other regions. The 
fragility of the osseous system is also manifest on 
subjects affected with osteo-arthritis; it is shown by 
fracture of either a limb, apophysis or vertebra. It 
seems that at the time when an osteo-arthritis is ap- 
parent, a modification of the normal constitution of 
the bones already exists, characterised by a particu- 
lar fragility of osseous tissue, and especially by an 
excessive reactional sensibility to the effects of loco- 
motor work. This particular state is called osteitismus 
(Joly.) 

Ligamentous hyper-extensions due to excessive 
effort of the hock are solitary. In this particular 
case the external lesions, caused by ligamentous 
strain, nearly always remains unilateral. The 
alterations consist then in multiple periostitis en- 
circling the hock, but without any deep lesion of the 
tarsal articulations. 

According to M. Joly, it is not the desmous ap- 
paratus that is first injured. The primary lesion is 
often more an osteo-arthritis, and ossification of the 
cuneal ligaments which we find so frequently, is only 
a secondary lesion. This primary lesion does not 
proceed from an accidental mechanical action such as 
strain, pressure, friction, ete., since it affects both 
hocks, whereas mechanical lesions become confined 
to a single articulation. The secondary lesions are 
produced by hyper-extension of the cuneal ligaments, | 


which play an important réle in the constitution of 
tarsal ankylosis. 

Finally, the author terminates the first part of this 
definition thus: ‘‘Spavin is an ankylosing osteo. 
arthritis of the base of the hock; it is either heredj- 
tary or acquired, obscure or visible, primary or 
secondary, having its point cf departure following one 
or both cases, sometimes in an evolutionary process 
of the tarsal structure, or in ‘a reactive mechanical 
lesion of the fibro-structural apparatus—is oftener 
an intimate union of both these factors.” 

In that which concerns the heredity of spavin, 
M. Joly is a partisan of the hereditary transmission 
of this osseous defect. He shows, by some facts, the 
feebleness of the arguments invoked against here- 
dity, and he brings numerous observations tending to 
demonstrate its existence. Spavin is found in 
horses before being worked. These animals may 
have well formed hocks and well set-on limbs, bat 
under the influence of hereditary ankylosing arthritis, 
the articulations are not developed, and the points 
(of limbs) become defective. Certain families nearly 
always transmit to their descendants ankylosing 
osteo-arthritis of the hocks and other osseous defects. 
The Anglo-Norman, Anglo-Arabian and _ its crosses 
(Tarbais horse) lose a great part of their value by 
predisposition to osseous defects ; and this predisposi- 
tion is nothing else than a special diathesis favouring 
the development of osseous defects in the horse, in an 
osteitismus, analogous to the arthritic diathesis and 
hereditary as it. Heredity of spavin may therefore 
be demonstrated, since this defect is only a local 
manifestation of a general hereditary state affecting 
the entire organism. 

The course of spavin is very variable and very 
different, according to the individual considered. 
Sometimes the evolution is insidious and continues 
without indisposing the subject; in these cases, 
ankylcsis of the bones of the base of the hock is on 
the normal ankylosis of the metatavsal synarthroses. 
Other times the prodromic period is still insidious, 
but it ultimately is followed by characteristic lame- 
ness which is either persistent or not. Finally, the 
symptoms may appear suddenly, causing rap! 
tarsal ankylosis and leading to a lengthy uselessness 
of the animal. 

From a symptomatic point of view the author only 
insists upon the unilateral lowering of the ilium, 
which, according to him, is of great value. ‘The 
prophylactic means to utilise against the hereditary 
transmission of spavin consists of eliminating from 
breeding all those animals affected with this lesion. 

M. Jacoulet has followed and controlled all a 
observatiuns mentioncd by M. Joly; he entirely 
approves of the ideas expressed by his Saumur 
frére.—Revue Vétérinaire, Dec, 1898. 

H. Gray, Trans. 


The following essays will be read during the pres’ 
session :—“ The Legal Aspect of Soundness ; i a 
Barrett ; “ Rinderpest,” by Mr. Stapley; 0) vr 
Burns,” by Vet.-Major J. A. Nunn ; “ Docking, ¥Y 


A. Clapp. W. Mutvey, Hom. See. 
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VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


An ordinary general meeting was held on Thursday 
night, Ist inst., at the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 

ons, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurn- 
all, the President, occupied the chair. There were 
resent, Fellows : Messrs. A. L. Butters, W. F. Barrett, 

.G. Sampson, Villar, Reekie, Slocock, Stainton, Wragg, 
Nye, Prof. Macqueen, Messrs. Phillips, W. E. Taylor, 
R. Porch, McCormack, Upton, Flook, Perryman, 
Savourinin, Broad, Payne, Baxter, Bell, Reddish, Roger- 
son, Hunting, Dowell, W. J. Mulvey, Manton, Duff, 
Gellespie, Nunn, Simpson, Harrison, Clarke, Hagmeien, 
Roots, Rowe, W. and four visitors. 

The minutes of the preceding ordinary meeting were 
read and confirmed. 

Letters of regret at inability to attend were read from 
Mr. Wheatley, of Reading, Mr. J. A. W. Dollar (owing 
to the continued illness of his brother), and Professor 
Pritchard. 

ELEcTIONS—N OMINATION—-RESIGNATIONS. 


The following gentlemen, nominated at the previous 
mecting, were unanimously elected Fellows of the 
Society: Messrs. T.. Wolsey, M.R.C.V.S., W. L. Harri- 
son, M.R.C.V.S., Trevor Spencer, M.R.C.V.S., and C. W. 
W. Brown, M.R.C.V.S. 

Veterinary-Lieut. St. Clair Houston, A.V.D., was 
nominated tor election as a Fellow of the Society. 

A letter was read from Major Spooner tendering his 
resignation, which was accepted 

The following letters were read from Profs. J. Penber- 
thy and J. M‘Fadyean. 


Royal Veterinary College, N.W. 
November 17th, 1898. 
Dear Mr. Mu.vey, 

For the first time I have this evening read the report 
of the Presidential address delivered at the meeting of 
the Central Veterinary Medical Society on the 3rd inst. 

he views expressed therein are so utterly at variance 
with my own convictions and daily practice, and what I 
regard as those of the profession of which 1 am a mem- 
ber, that I feel bound to tender herewith my resignation 
of Fellowship of the Central Veterinary Medical Society, 
which [ beg you will bring forward in due course. 

I take this step with the utmost reluctance, as I am 
ever conscious of the benefits I have derived from asso- 
ciation with my fellow members of this great representa- 
tive Society, and I retain a high appreciation of the 

secur done me by election to its presidential chair, and 
! the most cordial co-operation and assistance of which 
1 was the recipient during my year of office. This feel- 
red of regret is accentuated by the fact that your Presi- 

aD 1s a fellow student and our social relations of a cor- 
— Believe me, with kind regards, yours faith- 
Th JNo, PENBERTHY. 
¢ Hon. Secretary of the Central V.M.S. 


Camden Town, N.W. 
Dear Sir, 17th Nov., 1898. 


Cont” % to tender my resignation as a Fellow of the 


al Veterinary Medical Society, and I think it is due | 


a iociety that I should state the reasons which have 
e , ' me, very reluctantly, to take this step. From 
appeared ® of the Society’s proceedings which have lately 
in The Veterinary Record. I observe that the 


Society has elected as its president for the ensuing year 
a member who is an avowed “homceopathist,” and that 
this gentleman devoted his presidential address to im- 
pressing upon his hearers the advantages of followin 
the principles of Hahnemann. I note further that no wor 
of protest against the views expressed on this subject by 
the President was uttered by any of the members pre- 
sent. In common with the majority of people of educa- 
tion and ordinary intelligence I regard the so-called 
homeopathic doctrines as absolutely irrational, and I 
cannot with self-respect remain a member of a Society 
whose actions give colourable grounds for supposing that 
it views with tolerance opinions that would deservedly 
bring the veterinary profession into public disrepute if 
they were generally put into practice by its members.— 
I am, dear sir, yours faithfully, 
J. M‘FApDYEAN. 
To the Secretary of the Central V.M.S. 


Mr. Wraac : I feel sure we have all heard these let- 
ters read with a great deal of regret, and although many 
of us differ from our President as regards what he said 
in his address, I do not think that is any reason why 
members should resign. [ beg to move the following 
resolution : “That this Society hears with much regret 
the resignations of Profossurs Penberthy and M‘Fadyean 
read, and requests the Secretary to write to each asking 
them to reconsider their determination.” 

Mr. SINGLETON: Being responsible for the next 
clause in the agenda allow me to say it is to be very 
much regretted that Mr. Hurndall was not more guarded 
in his expressions. 

The CHAIRMAN: I must call your attention to one 
thing, Mr. Singleton, which is that the Presidential 
address has always been a privileged address, and I can- 
not recollect any time when one has been criticised. We 
have now only to deal with the resignations of the gen- 
tlemen referred to. 

Mr. SINGLETON : It is a matter of considerable regret 
to all, and to no one more than myself, that our President 
should have chosen such a singularly inappropriate 
_— to advance his views as that selected by 

Im. 

The CuarrMAN: Do you propose to second Mr. 
— motion. If not I am bound to rule you out of 
order. 

Mr. StnGeton : [ say this, that in your address on the 


The CuHarrMan : I cannot allow you to deal with that 
matter, sir. Does anyone second Mr. Wragg’s motion. 

Mr. Samson: I think their resignations should be 
accepted. 

Major Puriuips : [ beg to second this. 

Mr. Vittar: The two gentlemen in question are old 
standing members of this Society, and I think we should 
do all in our power to get them to reconsider their 
decision. To this end I propose that a small deputation 
wait upon them. 

Mr. Burrers seconded. 

Mr. Wrace having withdrawn his resolution, themotion 
was put to the meeting and carried. 2 ie 

It was then proposed that Mr. Wragg, Major Phillips, 
Mr. Villar, and the Hon. Secretary should form the depu- 
tation to wait upon Professors Penberthy and 
M‘Fadyean. 

Mr. Barrett: Is it usual for a deputation to be 
formed without the President for the time being taking 
his place in same. I am quite sure that this is not a 
personal matter with Mr. Hurndall, and think that he 
should go. 

Mr. HuntING ; Would it not make matters clearer if 
we took Mr. Singleton’s business now so that we need 
not resume this discussion afterwards. 

The CuarrmMan: As far as I am concerned [ shall be 
obliged to rule Mr. Singleton out of order, and I appeal 


— 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
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to the gentlemen present to know whether they want 
the ordinary mode of procedure departed from, as you 
are well aware it is entirely without precedent to criticise 
the President’s inaugural address. 

Mr. Huntrine: If Mr. Singleton is to speak, as per 
item No. 6 on the agenda, why not have what he is going 
to say, now. 

The CuarrMAN : I merely point out that it is entirely 
out of order and contrary to the traditions of the Society 
to criticise a President’s opening speech. However, if 
the members present decide to hear Mr. Singleton I have 
nothing further to say in the matter. 

Mr. Huntine : I will move that Mr. Singleton be now 
heard. 

Mr. DowE Lt : I second that. 

Mr. Upron : I propose that Mr. Hurndall go with the 
deputation. Seeing that it was not a personal matter I 
do not see what can be urged against him forming part 
of the deputation. With regard to his address I think it 
might just as well be criticised here as elsewhere. | 

The CHAIRMAN expressed his willingness to accom 
any the deputation. As previous speakers had said, 
. had no personal feelings against the gentlemen in 
question, in fact he entertained a high regard for them. 
lt was quite a matter for the meeting to decide. 

It was then put tothe meeting and decided against the 
Chairman joining the deputation. 

Mr. Wraae: As it is contrary to all precedent to dis- 
cuss the President’s address, I move that on this occasion 
we do not depart from the usual custom. I consider if we 
do we shall be censuring our President. 

Mr. HuntinG : I object to it being called a vote of 
censure. 

Mr. Barretr: I am sorry to be in opposition to Mr. 
Wragg, or to make any remarks which might hurt the 
feelings of our President, but- I think we should estab- 
lish a most dangerous precedent if we decided to ignore 
subjects properly put on an agenda paper and not to dis- 
cuss this matter. I most earnestly ask you not to sup- 
port Mr. Wragg on this occasion. 

Mr. Samson : I quite agree with the last speaker. I 
eo Mr. Singleton has given due notice and should be 

eard. 

The CHarRMAN: The matter is now before you. It 
has been proposed by Mr. Hunting, and seconded by 
Mr. Dowell, that Mr. Singleton be asked to deal with 
the motion standing in his name. I think, bowever, 


that to allow him to speak on this subject will be a 
breach of order, and contrary to all the traditions of this 
Society. In the circumstances I feel called upon to 
ae the chair, and will ask Major Phillips to take my 
plice. 

Mr. VILLAR stated that he considered it undesirable 
for tke president to leave the chair, and the sense of the 
meeting being taken and opposed to it the Chairman re- 
mained in the chair. 

Mr. Hunting’s motion was then put and a majority 
declared in favour of Mr. Singleton being heard. 

Mr. SinGLeTon : What I shall say will be entirely 
contined to certain remarks of Mr. Hurndall’s on the 
occasion of his last address to this Society. Allow me 
to say in the first place that it is not because of Mr. 
Hurndall’s avowed homeopathic principles that I rise to 
address you. Whilst disagreeing with him altogether as 
regards those principles I do not intend to refer to them 
on this occasion. In Mr. Hurndall’s address he stated 
that there are those who seemed tu “revel in inflicting 
torture” on dumb helpless animals. I deny it, and I | 
flatter myself that my acquaintance with the laboratories 
of London and other places is quite as extensive as that of 
Mr. Hurndall. I have never seen anyone “ revelling in | 
inflicting torture on dumb helpless animals.” The | 
selection of a President is based on the presumed ground 
of his fitness ; it is therefore unfortunate that he should, 
at the first opportunity, totally demonstrate his unfitness. 


I say he insulted his profession! More than that he 

laced this Society in a most humiliating position, [ 
— already stated my views with regard to Mr. Hum- 
dall’s remarks, in Zhe Veterinary Record. I repeat 
what I there said that it is not a charge which can be 
applied to members of the veterinary profession. We 
are not vivisectionists. The charge of the lower animals 
committed to our care is a noble charge ; it is one that 
a prince of the Royal family need not be ashamed of. Mr. 
Hurndall accuses us with being inflictors of torture 
upon the lower animals. I[ say that the C.V.MS. will 
be false to its traditions if it does not insist on Mr. 
Hurndall at once vacating the chair. 

The CHarRMAN:: Do you make a motion, sir? 

Mr. SincLeton : No. 

Mr. Huntinc: It appears to me that unless Mr, 
Singleton makes a motion nu one else can refer to the 
matter. 

The That is a point which my peculiar 
position precludes me from settling. 

Mr. Huntinc: Mr. Hurndall, in his address to ws, 
commenced by saying that it was not customary to dis- 
cuss the presidential address, and he followed that 
remark by a paper with which he knew everyone in the 
room would disagree. On any other occasion he is at 
perfect liberty to have what opinions he likes and toex- 
press himself as he pleases, but on this occasion I say it 
was very bad taste to bring before us such an address. 
We are members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, we are professional men; and we are 
believers in the ordinary orthodox practice of medicine. 
We elect a president and the first thing he does is to give 
us an address absolutely opposed to the views held by a 
very large majority of the members of the Society—I say 
itis bad taste. It is just as bad as a Protestant congre- 
gation having to listen unwillingly to a Pagan or a 
Mormon preacher. I am rather surprised that there 
should be any resignations. I cannot help feeling that 
the two letters read to us reflect almost as much upon 
those present as upon the President. Both of the 
writers know that there is no discussion allowed on the 
presidential address, and I therefore think it is unfair of 
them to state that no one objected at the time to what 
Mr. Hurndall had to say. 

Mr. Upron: I think some of the President’s remarks 
were very good. Of course it goes without saying that 
we do not all agree with his views, but I do not think he 
should be turned out of office. I myself should be 
strongly opposed to this. 

Mr. Barrer: I think the meeting is indebted to Mr. 
Singleton for the very temperate manner in which he 
has broached the subject. I must confess I entirely 
disagree with the presidential address, inasmuch as Mr. 
Hurndall is a member of our profession, and a highly 
educated member too. I think he was'‘quite entitled to 
air his views. I have learned for the first time to-night 
that a presidential address cannot be criticised. I thin 
good will result to the profession from the matter hav- 
ing been thoroughly thrashed out here. As Mr. Single- 
ton has not brought a motion before the meeting I thin 
the matter should now drop, With regard to Mr. Hunt- 
ing’s remarks, however, he should bear in mind that, 10 
electing a president there are other influences _ which 
weigh—we have some regard to his character, his edu 
cation and the training he has received as_a_ member ° 
the veterinary profession. I do not think it is fair . re 
that we have elected Mr. Hurndall on account 0 } 
views. Is it to be considered for one moment that i 
general public believe we are in harmony with the awed 
ments brought forward in his paper. It is of ome Se 
fortunate that Mr. Hurndall should have taken @ se 
tage of the occasion to thrust homeopathy vem 
I deeply regret that his speech was ever deliver Go 
have respect for our president, however, and sha chair. 
tinue to support him whilst he occupies the 
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Personally, I have great regard for him, and as we have 
elected him to the chair I consider it our duty to loyally 

rofessor MACQUEEN : I came here this meeting with 
the full expectation of hearing an impeachment of the 
presidential address. I do not agree with the President’s 
views as regards homeopathy, but I am not aware of any 
presidental address which has met with general accepta- 
tion. When we elect a president and listen to his 
address are we to be bound by all that he says? It is 
not the custom of this or any other society to do so. 
Mr. Hurndall has strong views on homeopathy and 
probably has the bad taste to air them. I remember 
some gentlemen who were very strong on the County 
Council Order respecting glanders. as that a subject 
which everyone could go “arm-in arm” with? Carry 
your mind back for 15 or 20 years and you will find dis- 
putes without number. If the President has erred on an 
occasion when he had an opportunity toair his views I 
say he will reap his own reward, but for us to condemn 
the President is extremely absurd. I go further—I 
happened to be present at the meeting when Mr. Hurn- 
dall was elected and added my vote to thos: which 
secured him the chair, and I think that to censure him 
reflects discredit upon those who elected him. I don’t 
think a man’s professional views are taken into account 
at all in our selection of a president. We elect an 
officer simply because we admire him as a member of 
this Society, although he may have eccentric or un- 
orthodox views. You cannot call homeopathy un- 
professional, neither can you haul Mr. Hurndall up before 
the Registration Committee. What I rose for, however, 
was to move that, in view of Mr. Singleion having failed 
to bring aay definite motion before the meeting, the dis- 
cussion which has taken place with reference to item 
No. 5 on the agenda, be not reported. 

Mr. Broan: I should like to add my views. My 
opinion from the first has been that we did not elect our 
— on account of his homeopathic views. I think, 

aving chosen a president, we cannot go back on our 
action, although we all consider that it was not the best 
of taste to make such remarks as he did. I should 
certainly beg to second the motion of Professor Mac- 
queen. 

Mr. Huntine : I beg to propose an amendment. I 
think it would bea great pity if the discussion on Mr. 
Hurndall’s paper is not published, bearing in mind that 
the paper itself was published in extenso. No one 
desires to reflect anything upon Mr. Hurndall’s personal 
character, far from it, but he has been guilty of bad 
taste in delivering such an address and [ think what 
the Society has to say on the subject ought to be made 
— as should also what the Chairman has to say in 

oa CHarrRMAN: I have regard for the traditions 
and do not intend departing from them 

Mr. Roots : Itis a very serious matter for one of the 
members to have brought forward a matter like this. 

tom time immemorial it has been the custom after the 
anaes address, to simply pass a vote of thanks and 

en adjourn to dinner. And as to say that Mr. Hurn- 
wh Was wrong in basing his remarks on homeopathy, 
. ly everyone knows that he is a homeopathist, pure and 
= and I cannot see that he did anything out of the 

2 hacpegaen views which everybody knew he held. 
with him or not is quite another 
it bad taste on ound to swallow his views. I think 
said what he because he 
We have heard a great deal about the 
ioht precedents of this Society and I think it very 
wo adhere tothem. It occurs to me there 
ceedings ent for suppressing the report of our pro- 


Mr. Barrett: Referring to my previous remarks, I 
should like to put my motion in a more definite form. 1 
move: “ That this Society, although strongly opposed to 
the President’s opinions on homeopathy, has every con- 
fidence in him as President of the Society and will con- 
tinue to support him.” 

Mr. Upton seconded. 

Prof. MacQuEEN: Just a word of explanation. I 
have no objection to the publication of the report and 


what has transpired, except this, that Mr. Singleton’s. 


name appeared on the agenda paper as if he had intended 
to make a motion, and this he has not done, so that all 
the conversation which has ensued is entirely out of 
order. If Mr. Singleton had put a motion | should have 
been the last to object. I fail to see what gratification it 
= afford to anyone to read a report of what has taken 
place. 

Prof. Macqueen’s motion was then put to the meeting,. 
but was not carried. 

Mr. Huntine: | beg to propose, as an amendment to 
Mr. Barrett’s motion, “That this meeting is of opinion 
that the presidential address exceeded the bounds 
prescribed by the objects of this Society and was. 
directly opposed to the principles and practice of the 
Fellows.” 

Mr. Barrett: [ do not consider this an amendment 
to my motion, and think it cannot be adimitted. 

The CuarrMAN : I think you are right on that point, 
but Iam anxious that everybody should have an oppor- 
tunity to give expression to their views. 

Mr Hunting’s amendment, being seconded by Mr. 
Dowell, was then put to the meeting. Not carried. 

Mr. Barrett’s original motion, “That this Society, 
although strongly opposed to the President’s opinions 
on homeopathy, has every confidence in him as Presi- 
dent of the Society, and will continue to support him,” 
was then put to the meeting, and carried. 


THE VictortaA BENEVOLENT FuND. 


A letter was read from Mr. Barrett on the subject of 
the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, and speaking 
with reference to same he said: Although we have 
differences of opinion on some subjects I think we shall 
all be in accord with reference to this matter. The ob- 
ject of the fund is to relieve distressed veterinary sur- 
geons and their families. You will be glad to hear that 
we have already received something like £700. The 
fund has already been called upon, and I have several 
cases now to deal with. One is a very sad case indeed— 
I have a letter here from a woman who is in absolute 
need. Her husband is in an asylum and she herself is in 
receipt of Parish relief. The Management Committee 
has resolved to allow her 20s. a month. I mention these 
facts so that you may see we are duing practical work in 
connection with the fund. I[ appeal to you to aid this 
good cause. We are not in opposition to any other 
Society. I think the financial condition of this Society 
is sound, and hope to be favoured with a, liberal 
donation. 

The CuairMAN: The disposal of funds is a matter 
for the Council, but it is quite competent for this meet- 
ing to make a recommendation to the Council. 

On the motion of Mr. Savournin, seconded by Prof. 
Macqueen, it was then moved that this meeting recom- 
mer the Council to make a donation, not_exceeding 
fifty pounds (£50) to the funds of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund.” Carried nem. con. a 

The next item on the agenda was “to receive instru- 
ments, etc. from the late Hon. Secretary,” but as the 
boxes containing the most important instruments had 
been sent locked, without the keys, the matter was left 
over for the Secretary to bring before the next 
meeting. 

A paper on “ Antiseptic Surgery” was read by Mr. 
Flouk, a recently elected Fellow of the Society. On the 
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mution of Mr. Porch, the discussion on same, owing to 
the lateness of the hour, was postponed until the next 
meeting. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman for presiding, con- 
cluded the proceedings. 


OPERATION WOUNDS AND A RESUME OF 
METHODS EMPLOYED IN THEIR 
TREATMENT. 

By Mr. Froox, M.R.C.V.S. 


In veterinary and other writings the two words, 
aseptic and antiseptic, are frequently employed inter- 
changeably, but had the asepticists coined a new word 
for their particular treatment some confusion might have 
been avoided. 

Cadéac gives a very clear idea of the two methods if” 
extremely few words. The antiseptic method, he says, 
is “antisepsis before and during,” the aseptic is “anti- 
sepsis before, asepsis during.” I may add to this latter 
detinition asepsis afterwards, for to quote Dr. Watson 
Cheyne, reported Lancet, Nov. 17th, 1894, speaking of 
rigid asepsis, he says: “ Dressings do not contain an 
antiseptic—— .... acting simply as filters.” This, 
however, is not a complete description, as the dressings 
act both as tilters and absorbents. 

To leave this for the present, it may not be out of 
— to give a brief résumé of the progress made in the 

isterian or antiseptic treatment of wounds. 

To Lister is owing nearly all the credit of modern 
methods, for not only was he the first to introduce the 
treatment but at the present time he has hada last word, 
for his double cyanide of mercury and zinc absorbent 
gauze is, by many surgeons, thought to be the most satis- 
factory dressing now in use 

Lister, as is well known, owed his method directly to 
Pasteur, but, to quote Dr. Watson Cheyne again, “ Lister’s 
mind was prepared for his work by the researches he had 
been making into the nature of inflammation.” 

Pasteur’s celebrated paper, however, entitled “ {Spon- 
taneous Generation” convinced Lister that the cause of 

utrefaction in a wound was due to living particles, and 

e believed then that these obtained entrance into the 
wound prinerpally from the air (1865). 

Carbolic acid was the first means that he employed to 
prevent this “ putrefaction,” (for in the early days of 
antiseptics it was thought that putrefaction was that 
which chiefly required prevention). He used the carbolic 
acid in the pure state, it being at that time a crude pre- 
paration and insoluble in water, in fact Lister himself 
states that carbolic acid was a novelty when first used by 
him (Lancet, Sept. 19th, 1896.) The first cases in which 
he employed this agent were those of compound fracture, 
and he did so with considerable success. 

His next step was to use carbolic acid and oil, mixed 
with whiting, to form a putty, as dressing after opera- 
tions, then, a purer preparation being discovered, he was 
able to mix it with water to form a lotion for the hands 
of the operator, etc., and for a dressing after operation 
he mixed it with lac plaster. Later, in place of this, he 
adopted the use of carbolic ganze, prepared much as at 
the present time. 

The spray, as is well known, played an important part 
at this stage, in his treatment of wounds, but with more 
enlightment as to micro-organisms and their methods of 
spreading Lister realised that the spray was not necessary, 


for pyogenic organisms, except in hospitals, are really not 
numerous in the air. 

Various verescopes are employed for estimating the 
amount of living organic impurity in the air, with one in 
use at King’s College I saw practical evidence of the 


above statement, for a large quantity of air being experi- 


mented with, although numerous colonies of moulds 
were found on the plate culture, only one was obtained 
of a fission-fungus. 

I gather from an address of Lister’s (ancet, 1896) that 
Metchnikoff’s experiments with reference to phagocytosis 
convinced him that the — in the air could well 
be ignored. Now what has the antiseptic treatment 
done for surgery ? 

Before answering this question it will be advisable, in 
the first place, to enquire int» the nature of wounds, 

Erichsen, quoting Weissmann, says that a wound is “a 
solution of continuity in any part of the body, suddenly 
made by anything that cuts or tears, with a division of 
skin.” Wounds are classified as follows : Incised, lacera- 
ted, contused, punctured, and poisoned. A_ proper 
understanding of the method of making aseptic, and 
maintaining aseptic an incised wound includes all the 
“oeneral principles” of wound treatment. 

Before Lister introluced his antiseptic method, 
wound treatment was of an entirely empirical character. 

Erichsen gives the follow methods as those chiefly fol- 
lowed in human surgery, but, though in so doing he states 
that antiseptics were not used, yet there is no doubt that 
antiseptics were employed before Listerian times, in the 
same way that drugs are used at the present, without 
there being a full understanding of their modus operandi. 
The methods alluded to are occlusion, open treatment, 
simple water dressing, cotton wool thickly applied with 
pressure. 

The first named, viz., occlusion, was not satisfactory, 
for in many cases the occluding material was anything 
but aseptic, but it 1s a method strongly advocated by 
some at the present time, carried out aseptically of 
course. 

In the “open treatment” success sometimes followed, 
I mean healing by first intention, if the discharges were 
not too great to prevent their becoming dry. 

The “water dressing,” applied by means of lint, re- 
sulted in putrefaction of the discharges, if the dressings 
were not constantly changed. 

With the “dry lint dressing” the results were some- 
times very good, 1s they were also, and more particularly 
so, with the cotton wool (Guérin’s treatment). : 

Not only the occlusive, but the other methods above 
named, are, some more some less, still in use, but in con- 
junction, of course, with antiseptic or aseptic treat- 
ment. 

Putrefaction only has been hitherto mentioned in this 
vaper as affecting a wound or the discharges therefrom, 
but what has now at the present time to be feared-is not 
putrefaction, but what was in earlier times thought to be 
quite a harmless process, viz., suppuration, that is if the 
pus happened to GS of a nice creamy character, hence the 
term “laudable pus,” but Koch and others have shown 
that this pus is due to the action of various pyosenle 
organisms, the chief of which are staphylococcus 
pyogenes, aurens and albus, which, according to Erichsen, 
are found in 70 per cent. of suppurating: wounds, an 
streptococcus pyogenes (16 per cent.). This latter 18 
identical, or at least indistinguishable from the strept 
coccus of erysipelas. Staphylococcus and streptococe! 2° 
states are to be found together in tive per cent. of _ 
Besides these we have staphylococcus pyogenes er 
(rare), micrococeus tetragoni in the lungs, 
pyogenes, fuetidus in foul smelling abscesses 
anus, ete. The pneumo-bacillus of F reidlander, = 
in joints and elsewhere, usually associated with Penly 
monia. The bacillus of blue pus (bacillus pyocyaneus) < 
met with in dressings and discharges from open none 
Last, but not least, are the streptococc! of — os 
and discomyces found in scirrhous cord and s 
tumour. . 

The first two named, however, are those whieh _ 
frequently obtain access to surgical wounds, chie c 
the surrounding skin, from the hands of the oper 
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from instruments and other surgical appliances, therefore 
it follows that rigid antisepsis before operating is 
absolutely essential to obtain wnzform success. 

It has been shown that cultivations can be grown from 
a piece of epithelium after very careful antisepsis, as em- 
yr before operations, yet we are so far able to limit 
the number of organisms that Dr. Watson Cheyne states 
that “suppuration occurring in a wound made by the 
surgeon through previously unbroken skin, is the result 
of some oversight or error on his part,” for, fortunately, 
there are agents in the wound itself which are able to 
cope with a mitigated dose of bacteria, viz. the 
phagocytes. F 

One isled here to mention the course of events which 
take place in the healing of an incised wound aseptically. 
After bleeding has completely ceased, and the edges of 
the wound evenly brought together, plasma is exuded 
from the vessels, and lymph is formed glazing the cut ; 
this lymph is coagulated plasma. 

According to Woodhead there are few leucocytes dur- 
ing the first twelve hours, their presence is absolutely 
essential, however, at an early stage, for their first action 
oe ‘'o in the coagulation of the plasma tu form the 
ymph. 

It is stated that three-fourths of these leucocytes are 
multinucleated, and Metchnikoff is of opinion that the 
division of the nucleus greatly facilitates the passage of 
thecorpuscle through the nasal wall. These multinu- 
cleated cells, then, “considerably increased the day 
after the wound has been made” (Woodhead), proceed 
to attack any, in an operation wound we will surmise, 
few bacteria that may be present, and to remove them. 

A long controversy has been waged in times past over 
this matter, wr in its bearing on the question of 
immunity and its causes. The humoralists asserted 
that the organisms were first destroyed by substances 
present in the serum, and the phagocytists, with Metch- 
nikoff for leader, maintained that the phagocytes them- 
selves attacked living micro-organisms. 

Metchnikoff, in support of the phagocytists, with 
enormous labour, isolated three phagocytes containing 
bacilli, and from these reared cultures. 

To return. The leucocytes, having removed the in- 
vading organisms, are removed by larger cells derived 
from the connective tissues, and also is issued from 
the endothelial cells of the small venules and lymphatics, 
and the wound is bridged over by these. 

This is an outline of the healing of an operation wound 
by first intention. The chief danger to be feared in such 
wound is the entrance of the before mentioned pyogenic 
organisms. The details of methods now adopted to keep 
them ont will be dealt with later. Should they, how- 
ever, gain access, and the phagocytes be unable to cope 
with them ; death of the latter results and pus is formed; 
the wound will then unite not by “first intention” but 

Y granulation,” and the process of healing will be 
— delayed, and other disadvantageous sequela 
of pecially in the human subject have the benefits 

htiseptic surgery been shown. Dr. Watson Cheyne 
pa Lancet, 1894) states that _in major operations 
pe as amputations, the mortality used to be from 
enty-five per cent to forty per cent or even more ; and 


rt and unite the fragments in such a way as to obtain 

ny union, and we have never had reason to regret 
such a procedure ; on the contrary the patient’s recover 
perfect use of their limbs in a way which could not other- 
wise be obtained.” Of course results depend largely upon 
the cleverness of the surgeon. or in other words, his care- 
fulness in attending to details ; nct only so, but some 
surgeons, it is a common saying, get arun of a particular 
class of case, even before they have acquired a name 
for the treatment of the particular malady. 

With reference to the above-named operation for frac- 
tured patella, Erichsen doves not advise the operative 
method, save in exceptional cases, owing to the risks of 
such procedure, In spite of all proof as to the benefits 
of rigid antisepsis it is looked upon by some practitioners 
as cumbersome and unnecessary, and I have heard men 
say that they used to get better results than they did 
now. One thing is quite certain, viz., that some animals 
have more resistant powers, @.e., their phagocytes are 
more able to cope with foreign matter than that of 
others ; secondly, the antiseptics employed often hinder 
the action of the phagocytes, 

Speaking at the International Congress of Hygiene 
and Demography, Dr. Armand Ruffer (reported Lancet, 
August 22nd, 1891) said, “Any agents which, to any 
appreciable extent, prevent the emigration of wandering 
cells must retard the healing of a wound.” He found 
that all antiseptics as used in surgery at the present 
moment, when applied toa wound, hindered the emi- 
gration of leucocytes to the spot where the antiseptic is 
placed (negative chemotaxis). It is on this account that 
the rigid aseptists will not permit any antiseptic to 
come near an operation wound. 

Here it is advisable to say something concerning anti- 
septics themselves. Antiseptics are agents which prevent 
bacteria or fission fungi from multiplying, and of those 
most in use in surgery, carbolic acid, creolin, and subli- 
mate must be first named. The first and last named 
continue to be most used in human surgery in spite of 
some new antiseptic being brought out every week 
apparently. Cadiot says, “Carbolic acid, sublimate, 
and zinc chloride are worth all the others.” 

I shall not here attempt to give a list of antiseptics in 
general use, but shall confine myself to one or two points. 

Dr. Woodhead (Journal of Comparative Pathology 
June, 1889) advised the use of biniodide of mercury 
solution in veterinary practice. Quoting Klein, he 
says, that with sublimate distilled water should always 
be used, agreat disqualification in veterinary surgery, 
whereas biniodide can be employed without any dis- 
advantage with ordinary water. He states further, that 
the biniodide is far more powerful. (Cadiot says that it 
is stated to be thirty times strunger than sublimate). 
He (Dr. Woodhead) mentions numerous other disadvan- 
tages of sublimate, but, that he speaks of, as to its 
coagulability with albumen. may not be one indeed, for 
Dr. Ruffer further stated at the Congress, that : “ gener- 
ally speaking, the chemical substances which combine 
readily with the salts and albuminous bodies of the 
blood, eg., carbolic acid and sublimate do not repel 
leucocytes so energetically or for so long as those which 
do not readily combine, ¢.y., aniline, benzol, ete.” The 
deduction is obvious though it may not be sound. The 


i eat knows that amputations were more frequently | action of zinc chloride when mopped on to the surfaces 
Performed in old time than at present owing to the of fresh wounds in the strength of 40 grains to the ounce, 


=. prevalence of spreading gangrene, or the fear 


cag rations that surgeons did not dare even t» attempt 
Regd performed without much risk. For example, 
ing ae in former times would have thought of mak- 
advocat Tprrstory incision” in abdominal troubles, as 
Lawson Tait, and as examples of what 
ture of th one Dr, Cheyne says: “ In the case of frac- 
with whi : atella it is now the rule at the hospital 

‘ch 1am connected in all cases to open up the 


| 


is certainly to cause a thin coagulum, acting superticially, 
not deeply, and somewhat on “ occlusion ” lines. 

One is led to believe that in an operation wound an 
antiseptic which acts superficially, but powerfully, with- 
out repelling leucocytes does all that that need be expec- 
ted of it. I said én a wound for certainly in an opera- 
tion wound the organisms cannot be very deeplv situated, 
and if at the same time a thin coagulum be formed 
screening the tissues beneath without preventing union 
by first intention by any mechanical action, what 
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matter? The coagulation of sublimate with albumen 
may not be to its disadvantage in operation wounds one 
might think ; moreover, reasons will be given for not 
combining sublimate with salts or ammonium chloride. 
But to return to biniodide. Since reading Dr. Wood- 
head’s paper I have always had by me a large bottle of 
the lotion, 1-500, and I have used it of this strength in 
washing, or rather rinsing’ the field of operation in dogs 
without causing any apparent irritation, and I have 
been satisfied with the results I have obtained when 
applying it to wounds (1-1000), but it may have dis- 
advantages though I have never read of any, for in read- 
ing medical journals I have rarely seen it mentioned as 
used in the operations described. Biniodide does not 
cause coagulation of albnmens, but it has yet to be 
shown, of course, that this is a sine gua non test for an 
antiseptic. There is, however, some evidence that 
iodides have a stimulating action on leucocytes. 
To be continued. 


WESIrERN COUNTIES VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


Half-yearly meeting held at the Globe Hotel, Ply- 
mouth, on Thursday, October 27th, 1898. Members 
resent: Mr. F. T. Harvey (president), St. Columb : Mr. 
Jno. Dunstan (hon. sec.), St. Mellion; Professor Pen- 
berthy, Royal Veterinary College, London ; Messrs. F. 
P. Collings, P. G. Bond, W. H. Bloye, Plymouth ; Thos. 
Olver, Truro; G. H. Elder, Taunton; E. W. Bovett, 
Bridgewater ; A. H. Oliver, Devonport. Visitors: §. 
L. Stephens, Wadebridge ; and Alb. Marsh«ll, Plymouth. 
Letters explaining absence were received from Messrs. 
R. P. Thomas, St. Austell ; A. Maynard, Penzance ; E. R. 
Smythe, Falmouth ; F. Hobday, London ; J. McFadyean, 
London ; W. M. Scott, Bridgewater; Warne Raddall 
Launceston ; W. Ascott, Bideford ; W. Roach, Exeter ; C. 
H. Golledge, Sherborne ; and Penhale, Holsworthy. A 
telegram from Mr. Heath, Exeter ; and letters from Mr. 
A. T. Hutton, Barnstaple ; and H. W. Davie, Crediton, 
were afterwards announced. 
Minutes of two previous meetings were contirmed. 


Victor1iA BENEVOLENT FUND. 


A letter was read from Mr. W. F. Barrett, secretary of 
the Victoria Benevolent Fund, forwarding a copy of the 
bye-laws of the society and asking that the objects of 
the fund be brought before the Association. 

The Presipent : At the last meeting five guineas were 
voted to the fund. The annual subscription is half-a- 
guinea, and as the object of the society are very good, I 
hope as many members as possible will join. 


New MEMBERs. 


The Hon. Secretary moved the election of the fol- 
lowing members of the Association : Messrs. W. M. Scott, 
Bridgewater ; A. Marshall, Plymouth; and R. S. Pethick, 
Tiverton. 

Mr. ELpEr seconded the motion and it was carried, 
the Hon. Secretary stating, in reply to Mr. Elder, that 
under the present rules the elections could not take 
place that day. They must be confirmed at the next 
meeting. 

Tae Revisep Rutes. 


The Hon. Secretary : I have one or two communi- 
cations from members. We have had copies of these 
proposed new rules, drawn up from the existing rules of 
the sister veterinary associations. They were circulated 
with the view of getting any additions or alterations 
proposed at this meeting. I have copies of the rules of 
all the other veterinary associations. The first rule to 
which exception is made is Rule IX., by Mr. Bovett. 


Mr. Bovert : It struck me in reading this rule thy 
the general meeting is to be held at Exeter, and afte 
that the other meetings are to be held in Devon or (om. 
wall. I think Somerset should have a fair share ; and[ 
suggest you should leave it open or include Somerset, 

Mr. Exper : [ think if you look at the list of members 
Somerset deserves what Mr. Bovett suggests. Is 
that the annual meeting be a fixture and that the other 
be open to invitation. 

Mr. Buoye: Being probably in a large measur 
responsible for this rule, I should be very glad to accede 
to the suggestion. There was no disrespect meant to 
Somerset or Dorset, but to increase the number of 
meetings and go into Cornwall sometimes, Cornwall 
being a country we have neglected almost as much as 
Somerset. 

The Hon. SecrRETARY: We have a lot of members 
coming from Somerset and Dorset, and by holding a 
meeting in Somerset we might get more members from 
Dorset. I believe their nearest society is the Southem 
Counties, and their meetings are held far away. It 
would give an impetus to the Association if we were to 
hold a meeting once a year in Somerset or on the borders 
of Somerset. Therefore I second Mr. Elder’s proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. Exper: I don’t think I went so far as to say one 
meeting in a year, but to suggest that one should be a 
fixture and that the others be held from time to time by 
Invitation. 

Mr. BLoyeE: By simply omitting the words “one in 
Devon and one in Cornwall” from the rule the whole 
thing will be met. 

{t was decided to strike out of the rule the words 
“one in Devon and one in Cornwall.” 

The PRESIDENT: Rule XXIV., speaking of unpro- 
fessional conduct and other matters, goes on to say, “The 
President shall require an explanation, and if such ex- 
planation is deemed satisfactory by a majority of the 
members present, the dispute shall be considered termi- 
nated, but if the offender refuses to give an explanation, 
or such explanation is considered unsatisfactory, it shall 
be competent for the President, with the sanction of the 
majority of the members then present, to expel him 
from the association, or to deal with him as the members 
may think fit.” I think that 1s saddling, for the time 
being, the President with an ctiice which is a very Ul 
enviable one. I think that if the explanation is not 
satisfactory it should be referred to the Registration 
Committee of the Royal College. 

The Hon. Secretary : It is enforced in the rules of 
the other associations. The Registration Committee has 
nothing to do with the internal working of our associé 
tion. 

No alteration was made in the rule. 

Mr. Biove: I want to suggest that Rule V. shall 
read: “ That a candidate for membership shall be nom 
nated in writing to the Secretary at least three weeks 
prior to his intended election and his name inserted 10 
the circular convening-the meeting, and that the election 
shall be by ballot”—in lieu of “open vote; and in 
Rule VII. to completely cut out “That the entrance fee 
be half-a-guinea.” I don’t see any reason why we sou 
want half-a-guinea entrance fee. It might possibly keep 
some from the Association, and we are not so tert! / 
poor that we must apply for these half-guineas just * 
present. The member has to pay half-a-guinea SU 
scription. 

The Hon. Secretary : At present we have pena 
trance fee. The other associations have—some 450!" 
and some half-a-guinea. # Id read: 

Mr. Bioygalso suggested that Rule XVII. shou seed 
“That all meetings be convened by circular, the } 
tary giving each member ten clear days notice, 19° 
“seven.” 
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Mr. Exper : If Mr. Bloye will put it asa motion I shall 
be * glad to second his proposed alteration to 
ule V. 

"The motion was accordingly put and carried. 

Mr. BLoye proposed the alteration of Rule VII. Mr. 
Collings seconded. Carried. 

Mr. Buove: [ move that there be ten clear days 
notice in Rule XVII. The Hon. Secretary seconded. 
‘arried. 
The PresIpENT: I propose that the rules as just 
amended be the rules of this Association, and that the 
Secretary get them printed and circulated among the 
members, each member to be supplied with acopy. Mr. 
Bovett seconded. Carried. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Mr. F. T. Harvey, F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—-Allow me to thank you for the honour 
you have conferred upon me in electing me your Presi- 
dent for the ensuing year. I esteem it a great privilege 
to occupy this position, and in endeavouring to carry out 
the duties pertaining thereto I must ask the members of 
the Association for their assistance and cordial co-opera- 
tion, both as to attendance at our meetings and in the 
introduction of subject matter. While the Association 
has shown signs of increasing vigour during the past 

ear we have to record the decease of two of our mem- 

rs. Since we last met in Exeter, the illness of Mr. 
Chase, of Tiverton, has had a fatal termination. Though 
he was undoubtedly very ill when we saw him in Exeter 
at our annual meeting in March last, he was as genial as 
ever and took part in the discussion. Mr. Chase was a 
past president of this Association and a fairly regular 
attendant at our meetings. His decease early in life, 
after a loug and painful illness, is a distinct loss to the 
Association and to the profession in the West. He has 
a son, | believe, a student at the Royal Veterinary 
College. Mr. Michell, of St. Austell, another old mem- 
ber and fellow student of ours, has also died during the 
past week. Though not a very regular attendant at 
these meetings, he was always interested in the work of 
the Association. [think we should express our sym- 
pathy with the families of the deceased gentlemen by 
resolution of this meeting. 

_As you are aware, “uc invitation to the National 
Veterinary Association was accepted, and the historic 
borough of Plymouth was selected as the place of meeting 
in 1899. The coming year will therefore prove an event- 
ful one in the history of the Association. For the first 
time in the history of the profession a gathering of 
jeeernary surgeons from all parts of the country will be 

held in the West, and I am sure no effort will be want- 
ing on the part of the members of the profession in the 
; estern counties to give our visitors on that occasion a 
rue and hearty welcome. And I would here offer our 
‘ongratulations to the President-elect of the coming 
ry oe lam sure no one is more fitted to carry out 
ry uties of the office with both credit to himself and 

lo enon, than our friend and colleague, Mr. 
the Na Hi lymouth. _It is to be hoped that the visit of 

association will result in a good increase 

conntion ns that Association from the Western 

theo well as an increasing interest being taken in 
bare of our local Society. 

Commins the past year the report of the 3rd Royal 

on Tuberculosis was issued. The report, 

reachin —- contained recommendations of a far- 

sidered acter. ‘I'hese recommendations were con- 
ered of sufficient im rtance to justify th in 

connection with ublin in August last and held in 

Public it the Congress of the Royal Institute of 

ealth, to consider the matter. In response to 


an invitation sent to this Society by the Lord Mayor 
of Dublin, your Secretary and myself were deputed to 
attend as delegates, and I have much pleasure in sub- 
mitting a report of the Conference, which was well 
attended. 

Section C.—There were delegates from all parts of 
the country, and a large amount of work was got through 
in a short time ; indeed, if one could find any fault at 
all it would lie in the direction of the time limit allowed 
by the President to the various speakers being so very 
short. The object largely of the Conference, in addition 
to the discussion of the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission, was to safeguard the interest of veterinary 
surgeons in regard to inspection of meat, cowsheds, 
testing with tuberculin, etc., in any legislation that 
might in the future be passed by Parliament. The 
papers, copies of most of which I have placed on the 
table, were of a very practical character, and were read 
and discussed in a series, each dealing with a particular 


‘phase of the question, which added largely to their value. 


Certain valuable resolutions were also submitted, passed, 
and ordered to be forwarded to various authorities. 
These I have also placed on the table in order to save 
time in reading them. 

In Section A—Preventive Medicine—-the subject of 
tuberculosis occupied a very prominent position also. 
Dr. Joseph O’Carroll read a paper on “The Duties of 
the Community with regard to Tuberculosis.” This 
paper was a very important one. Its general tenour 
was in complete accord with the ideas advanced in 
Section C. Inthis paper it was noted that the death 
record is not the full measure of the evil of tuberculosis. 
While the zymotic diseases either kill or cure, so to 
speak, within a few weeks, and most other diseases 
either kill in infancy or towards the close of life, tuber- 
culosis claims its victims for the most part at the period 
which should be the prime of life, and after, perhaps, 
months or years of illness. The resolution carried in 
the section you will also find on the table. 

In passing, I may say that in the company of Professor 
Dewar we paid a visit to the abattoirs. This building 
is spacious and fairly well constructed, but, I regret to 
say, o only used by about 45 per cent. of the butchers in 

ublin. 

It was not to be expected that, with a people so noted 
for their hospitality as the Irish, the festive side of the 
Congress would be neglected. Garden parties, balls, 
excursions, concerts, and banquets were the order of the 
day. Everywhere the visitors met with a true Hibern- 
ian wele»me. Sir Charles Cameron, as President of the 
Congress, was indefatigable in looking after the dele- 
gates, while the Lord Lieutenant, Lord Mayor, and 
others ministered to their social requirements. We left 
favourably impressed with our friends across the Chan- 
nel, and we can only advise you, when the time comes for 
the “ National” to visit Dublin, that you all goand see 
for yourselves. 

The resolutions referred to by the President and laid 
on the table were as follows :— 


1.—‘“ That in the opinion of the Conference tubercu- 
losis should be added to the list of diseases scheduled 
under the Diseases of Animals Act of 1897, or if that be 
not considered practical it should be dealt with by a 
special Act.” 

2.—“ That in view of this Conference on Public Health 
it is imperative that sounder meat and milk, free from 
tuberculosis taint, should be distributed, and the pre- 
mises used for the housing of milk-producing cattle 
should be suitable ; and it is essential that the duty of 
supervising these conditions should be carried out under 
the surveillance of qualified veterinary surgeons. 

3.—“ That this Conference is satisfied that tubercu- 
losis cannot effectually be brought under control unless 
special provisions are made for periodical inspections by 
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qualified medical officers and by persons engaged in the 
general supervision and care of food-producing animals.” 
4.—“ That this Conference, recognising the utility of 
tuberculin as a most valuable aid in the diagnosis of 
tuberculosis, and, as its indiscriminate use would be 
fraught with danger and would be open to abuse, con- 
siders it advisable that its,distribution should be official- 
ly controlled and its application or use should be 
— in the hands of qualified veterinary surgeons 
only.’ 
re In the opinion of the Conference it is at once 
expedient that, according to the invariable practice of 
the British Legislature, when an animal which showed 
no out-vard signs of tuberculosis during life prove after 
slaughter to be affected, and the carcase or any portion 
thereof is accordingly confiscated in the public interest, 
the owner should receive compensation to the extent 
of three-fourths of the live value of the meat so con- 
tiscated.” 
The President, proceeding, said . To what extent the 
herds of the West of England are affected with tuber- 
culosis there are no statistics to prove, but it does not 
appear to be so common as in some parts of the coun- 
try. Dairy cows are said to be tuberculous throughout 
the country to the extent of 20, 30, and even 40 per cent. 
in some places. In London, I believe, it is 50 per cent. 
But [ should say that in Cornwall, where the cows are 
kept so much in the open, the number of animals 
affected must be considerably below these figures. It 
appears that there is more than one hundred times the 
risk of having a cow condemned for tuberculosis than 
there is of another animal. While the Commission 
indicated that the danger from tuberculosis meat had in 
the past been somewhat over-estimated, there could be 
no doubt that in the case of milk the danger was a very 
real one. In connection with this subject it is interest- 
ing to note that while tuberculosis in man has steadily 
declined in frequency during those periods of life, 15-45 
years, when meat forms a very prominent article of food 
(the reduction in the age period 15-20 years being nearly 
52 per cent), there has been no corresponding diminu- 
tion of tuberculous disease during the age period 0-5 
years, at which milk forms the main article of diet. 
Dr. Tatham, in his evidence, said : “It must be remem- 
bered that tabes mesenterica, which more than any other 
represents tuberculosis in infancy, has signally failed to 
undergo any noteworthy diminution during the very 
period of sanitary progress which has been associated 
with such substantial diminution of death from tubercu- 
lar affections at all ages in England and Wales, and that 
the result has coincided in point of time with a large in- 
crease in the consumption of milk.” Believing that 
tuberculosis was not common in the dairies of the dis- 
trict in which I practise, I made some enquiries among 
medical men as to the prevalence among children of intes- 
tinal tuberculosis, and Jearnt that the disease was not at 
allcommon. The only legitimate conclusion I think we 
can come to from all these facts is that tuberculous milk 
means tuberculous children if the milk be given unboiled. 
Considering the large number of cases in which the 
udder is affected in advanced cases of tuberculosis, it is 
readily seen how necessary it is that the greatest care 
should be taken that no tuberculous animal should for 
long remain in adairy. The law in regard to the selling 
of milk is rather an anomaly, for while it is very strict 
that no water, however pure, should be added, it confers 
no powers on local authorities enabling them to prevent 
the sale of milk from tuberculous cows, even when the 
disease has manifestly attacked the udder. That the 
milk sent into the large towns, such as Liverpool, Man- 
chester, ete., frequently contains tubercle bacilli is cer- 
tain, so much so that in the various institutions control- 
led by the Manchester Corporation, the latter demand 
that the milk shall be obtained from those farms on 
which the cc ws have withstood the tuberculin test. This 


enlightened policy on the part of Manchester could wel] 
be imitated m8 dairymen in other towns, and especially 
those supplying our summer health resorts. Especially 
should this be the case where cows are advertised as he. 
ing kept solely for the supply of milk for the nursery, as 
otherwise there can be no guarantee that the very coys 
selected by the dairyman may not be badlyaffected. There 
can, I think, be no doubt that there is an ever-increasing 
number of those who demand that the milk they con- 
sume shall be obtained from cows free from tuberculosis 
Adverting to the question of tuberculosis from the 
breeders’ and agriculturists’ point of view, the matter has 
been very clearly put by Mr. Cooke French, one of the 
Royal Commission. He says: “The importance of the 
subject to the British farmer arises (1) from the direct 
loss by death and by seizure of carcases after slaughter, 
for though in these cases the loss may in the first in- 
stance fall upon the butcher, it is clear that it must ulti- 
mately in some form or other go to the debit of the 
farmer ; (2) in the liability he is under to have his dairy 
produce unfit for food ; (3) in the disadvantage under 
which he is placed as compared with foreign competi- 
tion, many butchers having ceased to buy home-grown 
meat at all, and again, in the depreciation abroad of 
English-bred stock. While the Commission was actually 
sitting there appeared a letter in Zhe Times from the 
Secretary of the Shorthorn Society of France relating 
how two valuable. shorthorn bulls, which had been pur- 
chased in England at a high figure, had been detained on 
the frontier till they had been tested with tuberculin, 
and both reacting were forthwith slaughtered. The 
Secretary pointed out “how impossible it would be for 
French buyers in future to attend English sales unless 
they were given a guarantee as to reaction.” The 
remedy is with dairymen and agriculturists if they like 
to use it. Formerly the difficulties of diagnosis were 
urged as the one great obstacle in apy | with the 
disease. Science has rendered this plea no longer tena- 
ble. Any owner of stock can now, if he chooses, place 
his finger op any animal in his herd affected with tuber- 
culosis and can quietly rid his stock of the scourge. 
And in the words of Professor McFadyean : “ It is the 
duty of veterinary surgeons to make this known, and to 
persuade the owners of tuberculous herds that it will pay 
them better tu attack the disease now, than to wait in the 
expectation that the State will step in and buy their 
affected animals.” : 
Alluding for a minute to the subject of avian tuber 
culosis, it is interesting to note Nocard has recently 
detinitely established the relationship between tuberct: 
losis of man and that of birds, human and avian tuber 
cle being only two different varieties of the same diseas 
The eating of tuberculous poultry is:therefore not wit 
out danger, and conversely, people with phthisis infect 
poultry yards. During the past year I have seen three 
farms ou which the poultry have died in large numbers 
from tuberculosis, and [ think that the disease 1s mU° 
commoner than is generally supposed. dent 
Passing on to the field of bacteriology, the Pres! i 
continued : The year 1898 will be memorable we - 
announcement by the French veterinarian, Nocat, 
the discovery of the microbe of pleuro-pneumont 
cattle. By a series of novel and brilliant investigatn® 
he has succeeded in cultivating and isolating an al . 
which the ablest investigators had hitherto faile hs 
find. The method of cultivation consisted, as seg 
doubtless aware, in placing lung serum, 1n collodien re 
sules and then retaining the in 
cavity of an animal (rabbit). In t phagocytes 
while fluid could pass into and out of the caps! 
ow scient 
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acquainted with. The year also witnesses an increasing. 
attention being paid to the effects on the tissues of the 
products of bacterial life. Disease producing organisms 
produce in their growth poisons which react on the 
body, in the same way as poisons artificially adminis- 
tered, and this view is by many being still further 
applied to the body itself, as producing under certain 
conditions poisonous substances called ptomaines, whose 
presence in the blood may occasionally result in disease 
and death. As yet we have much to learn regarding the 
effects of various substances, some highly poisonous, 
found in the intestinal canal during digestion of improper 
food, or in certain structural alterations of the bowel 
The often rapid course of certain fatal cases, especially 
in the horse, and in which on post-mortem very little 
anatomical change may be found, can only, I think, lead 
one to infer that some toxic substance has gained en- 
trance to the blood and produced fatal results. There 
is here a large field for the clinician, working in con- 
junction with the histo-chemist. The best means of 
thoroughly disinfecting the intestinal canal of our 
various patients is a subject of very great therapeutic im- 

rtance, for the time-honoured purgative is not always 
safe to fall back upon, as well as being somewhat a slow 
process. Peritonitis is now solely regarded as being due 
to infection from without, and the field of the body, so 
to speak, on which the common cold, or chill, is regarded 
as capable of actually causing inflammation, apart from 
theaction of organisms or poisonous products of some 
kind or other, is being gradually narrowed. In some 
cases, instead of the phenomena of inflammation result- 
ing, as in the case of mammitis and lymphangitis, we 
see the toxin causing a rapid, and if not checked often 
fatal, destruction of the red blood cells, as in hcema- 
globinuria of cattle (black water), or again we see the 
results chiefly manifested in the muscular system as in 
azoturia in horses. One might enumerate other in- 
stances in which it is highly probable a toxin of some 
kind or other plays a very important ré/e, but these 
instances will perhaps serve to indicate the tendencies of 
present day pathology. . 

The Hon. SecrETaRY said: The Dublin Congress 
was very successful, and especially so as regards tuber- 
culosis, which formed a subject for discussion in two 
other sections besides the Veterinary Conference. In 
the Section of Preventive medicine and Vital Statistics 
It was stated that infected milk is probably the cause of 
more than 90 per cent. of the fatal diseases of children 
under three years, whilst the percentage of deaths trom 
tuberculosis in the British Isles from 1880-94 was be- 
ea 13 and 14 per cent. (J. D. Moore, 1896). These 
deal at ane no comment. The Congress has done a 
the di good up to now by disseminating knowledge of 
tn dis sease and of the reliability of tuberculin as an aid 

lagnosis, amongst the general public ; and the Veteri- 

pon am was well represented by delegates from 

poterinary associations and all the colleges 

following a all corners of the British Isles. The 

es Vitel. ution bearing on the subject was passed 

bb A Statistics and Preventive Medicine Section 
€ presidency of Dr. J. W. Grimshaw:— 


i. from a consideration of the serious mortality 
sth ercular disease and the known connection of 
mp Osis with a bacillus which can by the adoption 
3 at — be destroyed, this section is unanimously 
consider wi at immediate steps should be taken to 
added to hee whether tuberculosis should be 
effecting ~ ist of notifiable diseases, and what other 
the eps should be taken with a view of reducing 
nm ity from this disease.” 
yveerinary profession is just wakin 
- ofes is g up to the 
peal ellties which lie before it in the domain of public 


to see the necessity of employing veterinary surgeons as 
public health officers, as exemplified by the resolution 
passed by the recent Congress of the Sanitary Institute 
at Birmingham, on the motion of Dr. Niven, Medical 
Officer of Health for Manchester, advocating the creation 
of a veterinary health department, and in the second 
instance ~ the passing of the recent Public Health 
(Scotland) Bill. These are two steps. I consider it the 
bounden duty of the veterinary profession to itself col- 
lectively, to its members individually, and to the com- 
munity at large to take part in every public health and 
sanitary congress in order to ourselves keep to the front 
the claims of the profession to the duties of public 
health officers, on the grounds of scientific and practical 
ability in the diagnosis and control of all animal dis- 
eases transmissible to man. I further consider it the 
duty of every veterinary surgeon, in private conversa- 
tion with his clients, or in conversation generally, to be 
alive to the interests of the profession by disseminating 
as much knowledge of tuberculosis and its communica- 
bility to man, as he possibly can, and to endeavour to 
impress on his clients at every opportunity the advisa- 
bility of weeding out their aeionaien stock by means 
of tuberculin, which we can now conscientiously regard 
as being a thoroughly reliable diagnostic agent. This is 
very important, as the use of tuberculin is now almost 
solely in the hands of veterinary surgeons, and it résts 
with us to educate the public up to it. When there is 
manifested a general desire to make use of the test, we 
have it on the authority of Mr. Long, Pres. B.A., that he 
will willingly approach the Government with a scheme 
to secure its universal adoption. 

Mr. Bioye: I should like to move a vote of thanks 
to our delegates for their conduct at the Congress, and 
for the very able report which they have given to us. 
One almost wishes that report was open to discussion. 
It leaves room for so much which might be said with 
regard to the conduct of the Board of Agriculture and 
its president. He has promised that when he gets sutti- 
cient evidence he will advise the Board to adopt the 
tuberculin test. He wants such an enormous amount of 
evidence. He is such a sceptic—(The President: It is 
those behind him)—whether from conviction or those 
behind him remains to be seen. As we must leave this 
point behind now, I amsure you will be willing to accord 
your thanks to these gentleman for acting so well on 
your behalf in Ireland. This point of tuberculosis can- 
not be driven into the public too much. Odar position is 
of very great importance at present. The medical pro- 
fession has practically adopted the veterinary evidence 
in regard to the prevention of the spread of tubercle. 
Our functions in regard to the suppression of contami- 
nated dairies is a very strong one, and the public should 
know that nobody is so fitting to prevent the dissemina- 
tion of tuberculous milk by the inspection of cows and 
dairies as is the veterinary surgeon. My impression is 
that if we are able to control the selling of affected milk 
we shall be performing one great action and be taking 
one big step in the prevention of tubercle. 

Professor PENBERTHY : It is a very great pleasure to 
me to second a vote of thanks to your officers, and I had 
some special opportunities of judging how they fulfilled 
your desires. The purely professional part of the Con- 
gress I know claimed their individual attention, and | 
am extremely gratified to hear such a concrete report 
as we have had from both the President and the Secre- 
tary. I think that the making public of as much of this 
report as can be made public will —_ to give effect to 
the desire which you have so forcibly expressed, and 
which is so strongly expressed by the profession. With 
regard to the Board of Agriculture, we must consider the 
difficulties of that body. We have a function as mem- 
bers of the community, and that function is to educate 


4 1.) 0d not only is the veteri i i 
rinary profession waking 
P, but medical officers and legislators are also getting 


the public at every opportunity. When it is appreciated 
that a man can buy a pennyworth of milk at a place 


| 
| 
| 
| | 


i 


364 THE VETERINARY RECORD _ December 17, 1898 


where he can be sure of no tuberculosis he will demand 
it. That would sound an electioneering note that would 
strike every cottager with a child. I should like to see 
an Act passed that would prevent the selling of milk 
from tuberculous animals. I see many difficulties—the 
question of compensation, for instance. I agree with 
what your President has said that the existence of tuber- 
culosis in bovines is very much exaggerated. I don’t 
think there is so much in bovines as is generally sup- 
posed. A rather extensive application of the tuberculin 
test throughout the country has shown that it is not 
quite so prevalent as was generally supposed. We are 
prepared with the means of telling the stockowner and 
telling the public whether they are safe in drinking the 
milk or eating the flesh of a certain animal. We can do 
no more. We shall be doing a great public service as 
well as enhancing our own work if the reports are pub- 
lished as much as possible throughout the West of 
England. I am glad to have had an opportunity o# 
seconding the vote of thanks. I think this was not the 
first public function at which the Association had been 
represented. I think Mr. Elder represented the Asso- 
ciation at the International Congress in London.—The 
vote of thanks was carried. 


PARASITIC GASTRO-ENTERITIS. 
By Prof. PENBERTHY. 


Referring to the causes of inflammation of the stemach 
and intestines, the Professor said even on theoretical 
grounds it was not easy to escape the conviction that 
such were commonly irritants acting on the suiface of 
the mucous membrane. In our text books we find cold, 
exposure, fatigue, washing in cold water, great heat, low 
atmospheric pressure, and other circumstances of an in- 
definite and indirect character credited with causing the 
condition. 

It is easier to follow the action of irritating ‘food, 
calculi and poisons, which undoubtedly have to be 
reckoned with ina study of the etiology of gastritis and 
enteritis. With the advance of scientific discovery we 
have, however, come to realise the condition of parasit- 
ism as a matter of the utmost importance. Experience 
tells us that the stomach and intestines of the lower 
animals are favourite points of attack or invasion of 
vegetable and animal parasites, and intestinal worms 
have for long been regarded as causes of disease. 

The comparatively small size of the worms to which 
reference was to be particularly made has probably been 
the means of their being overlooked, for a careful study 
of veterinary literature leaves little doubt that many 
differently named diseased conditions attributed to other 
causes were due to these minute nematodes. Though 
alterations in agricultural procedures may have altered 
the conditions the speaker did not think there was any 
reason for regarding the parasites as new. A valuable 
paper read by the Secretary and discussed at a recent 
meeting of the Society on the strongylus tetracanthus, 
said the Professor, relieved him of the necessity of 
entering into details concerning the effect of this worm. 
There was, however, one aspect of the subject which 

appeared not to have received the recognition it deserved. 

Enteritis due to this parasite was often regarded as 
being special to country districts, and to animals at 
grass, but exception to this view was at the time taken 
by the essayist, and he wished now to emphasise it. The 
speaker went on to state that among town horses it 
was the commonest cause he had been able to detect of 
fatal enteritis of horses. It was important to remember 
that in its embryonic state, before it is large enough for 
recognition by the naked eye it induced more serious 
often fatal inflammation of the intestines. In order to 
demonstrate its existence it is often necessary to submit 


a scraping from the surface of the inflamed mucous 
membrane to a low microscopic power. Animals in- 
fested with strongylus tetracanthus were the means of 
bringing the worms into fresh situations, and he had 
evidence of farms and breeding establishments _becon- 
ing infested after the introduction of animals from farms 
on which the disease was known to exist, indeed the 
affection might be regarded as contagious. 

The attention of the meeting was then directed to 
gastro-enteritis of cattle, sheep, and deer caused by two 
minute strongyles which were most commonly found 
affecting the abomasum and large intestines of runi- 
nants and occasionally the gastric mucous membrane of 
the horse. The effect of these parasites on their hosts 
to a great extent depends on the number of worms 
attacking at the same time. If the numbers are very 
large the onset of the disease would be acute, its course 
short, and its result usually fatal. In such cases emacia- 
tion need not necessarily be marked, indeed the course 
was so rapid that death sometimes occurred within a 
day or two after symptoms were first noticed. Where 
the duration of the disease was more prolonged, diar 
rhoea, anemia, and emaciation were prominent features, 
and in the more chronic cases the subjects of attack 
often lingered on as wretched objects for many months. 
Though young cattle and sheep were more commonly 
affected, adult animals did not always escape. ‘The 
speaker had never met with the worms in calves under 
five months old, while severe losses in dairy and breeding 
stock had been experienced. 

Worms inducing gastritis and enteritis were by no 
means limited to the animals above referred to. Pigs 
were often severely affected by small animal parasites 
found in immense numbers in the intestine. Poultry, 
hares, and rabbits frequently succumbed to similar 
attacks, and our canine patients perhaps had no more 
dangerous enemies. 

Professor Penberthy dwelt at considerable length on 
the curative and preventive treatment of the affection: 
he remarked on the difficulty of finding grounds on 
which to base any firm opinion as to the efficacy of 
medicine in aiding our efforts to cure, but he believed 
that certain drugs had the power of expelling parasites 
from the digestive tract even though they reside at such 
distances as the cecum and colon, but it cannot be _ 
that we poursess certain means of dislodging all the sma 
worms which infest the abomasum. Clinical observe 
tion credited iron, salt, gentian, and turpentine wit 
much beneficial effect, but laboratory experiment wr 
that these drugs have but little effect on the life of the 
worm. 

In the laboratory chloroform, carbolic acid, dal 
lysol in cilute solutions 1 per cent. soon arrested a 
signs of vitality, and so applied clinidally they — 
of some material service. Saccatty he had been — 
his patients once daily for four or five days, - iyo 
this twice a week with a draught of six drachmso we 
four drachms of methylated chloroform, and four 
of turpentine, or one drachm of carbolic acid ; anes It 
with the same ¢rugs in relatively smaller 
sometimes happened that lambs after receiving 
to 30 minims of chloroform turned over for @ any 
but no — need be felt as he had never know? 
serious result. 

In conjunction with this he advocated salt, oa 
or carbonate of iron and gentian with the ment rapid 
which must be of the best to provide against t tection 
wasting of flesh. He went on to advocate ae k arti 
— — and in the case of young pure bred s 
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ns of the ova, embryos and worms which pass out 
with the feces. Overstocking undoubtedly favoured the 
disease and should for this reason and other reasons be as 
far as possible avoided. ; 

Adult cattle and sheep appeared less liable to the 
bad effects of the worm than the young, consequently 
it was better to place the older cattle or sheep on sus- 
pected pastures and to avoid as far as possible grazing 
jambs after adult animals. 

Many circumstances favoured the view that infection 
frequently occurred through taking the ova or the em- 
byros with the drinking water, it was therefore import- 
ant that a plentiful supply of pure water should be pro- 
vided and all stagnant pools drained and not allowed to 
exist. Cultivation of the ground for a year would 
probably free the land from infection, as would exposure 
to long and severe frost, whilst the application of lime, 
gaslime, and salt was generally supposed to have a 
beneficial effect. ; 

He went on to say that in the prevention of the 
disease he placed great faith in the power of drugs, and 
believed that immense benefit accrues from the adminis- 
tration of vermifuge medicines to animals which have 
been exposed to infection, but are not so affected as to 
show signs of the disease. He stated that if immedi- 
ately the affection is noticed in one or a few animals on a 
farm, all the other animals of the same species were 
subjected to the same medicinal treatment as the 
appreciably affected, the losses would be far less 
— than if the appreciably affected only were so 
treated. 


Discussion. 


The PrestpeNnt : Professor Penberthy was, I believe, 
the first to attract the attention of the profession to this 
subject. I shall be glad to hear any remarks members 
may have to make upon it. I believe Mr. Olver has had 
a great deal of experience. 

Mr. Otver: I have never learnt the art of talking, 
but no one is more obliged to Professor Penberthy for 
the trouble he has taken and the distance he has come to 
tead this excellent paper. It is certainly very interest- 
ing, and I have gleaned some information from it. Last 
evening I was called into the country by a farmer who 
sald he was losing his young cattle, and I got there at 
night. He said he lost five cattle last year from eighteen 
months to two years old, and I asked him how he had 
been treating them. He seemed to have been doing very 


where they live well and get fat and have plenty of 
grass—I don’t expect much parasitic disease this winter. 
You (Professor Penberthy) know a great deal more about 
it than I do, but — I have had more experience 
among the animals, and I quite agree with what you 
have said. When I had the misfortune to become a 
veterinary surgeon I did not know these things. It is 
a recent discovery, and I shall benefit very much from 
the remarks you have made, and I[ am sure we all shall. 
Lots of things we could do in the way of prevention if 
we were called in in time, but we never are, especially in 
these bad times—at least 1 am not. I am sent to see a 
man’s sheep when he has lost half his flock. That is the 
fact in my case, and as a rule the farmer knows, or 
thinks he knows, a great deal more than I do. I am 
never called to see a flock untila man has had a great 
loss, and probably half you see are in such a condition 
that they will die later on. 

Mr. EtpeEr: I have to thank Professor Penberthy for 
giving us such a treat. I have had considerable expe- 
rience with this disease in my neighbourhood, among 
colts perhaps more than any other animals. Professor 
Penberthy said they usually feed very well. That is 
not my experience with colts affected. My experience is 
that if diarrhoea is established they absolutely refuse to 
feed, and I always find it very fatal, too, with colts. 
There is no doubt that dry summers are more favourable 
to the development of this parasite than wet. I always 
have more outbreaks after dry summers than after wet. 
My experience is not the same with regard to young 
lambs. I have had ewes affected and the lambs only 
slightly so. As to treatment, I agree with Professor 
Pemberthy that the best treatment is preventive medi- 
cine before they are appreciably affected, and [ always 
prefer treating them out-of-doors. My experience with 
colts and young cattle is that I have had little success 
indoors. I have given them sulphate of iron and arsenic 
with great success, but have invariably treated them 
out-of-doors. With few exceptions the cases were fatal 
indoors, but I have had few fatal cases when treated 
out-of-doors. 

Mr. Bonn: I also beg to thank Professor Penberthy. 
We have all been interested in his paper. I think we 
have all seen a fair amount of this disease. My opinion 
is that cases of tuberculusis in cattle are not on the in- 
crease. 1 don’t see so many now as ten years ago, and 
what I believe has been considered tuberculosis is diar- 
rhoea in cattle caused by parasites. I believe three per 


well, and I had a look round the place. They were kept , cent. would express the number affected in this district. 


T a filthy yard, with a stagnant pool at the end of it, and 
— him in all probability that pool was the cause of 
e cattle being taken ill. He had given them a good 
re of salts. I didn’t give him any medicine. I 
vised him as to general treatment and told him to feed 
— well. I have sent hima bottle of ammonia and 

~. It acts as a tonic, and in my experience does a 
ae =e of good. The other day I was called to see 
that were suffering from diarrhoea. On one 
wel Ty were perfectly healthy and looking perfectly 
woul dbeo, were well fed and as well cared for as it 
avai possible for them to be. They belonged toa 
mn did what was right ; but on the next farm they 
capable 1 I explained it in the way in which I was 
ying —t at somewhere on this farm the land was low 
aut Th for some reason they had not mixed the 
vested gq “en sheep had got cake and corn, and I sug- 
this tame § Sometime ago and this had been done. On 
tapeworm fe for years past they have had an attack of 
em each ma very severe form, and I have treated 
adopted ae and apparently the treatment I have 
two afterward en doing them good. If you goa day or 


worms lying ae wonderful to see hundreds of tape- 


we have a h a: de Tagree as to these parasites, that 


Mr. Outver: I feel very much obliged to Professor 
Penberthy for giving us such an able paper. He spoke 
of this gastro-enteritis in horses, and he has found it is 
due to parasites. [ suppose there are no special symp- 
toms which would lead him to think it was due to this 
rather than anything else—that is before death. 

The Prestpent: I agree with what has been said as 
to the paper. I[ think this disease is very much more 
common than it was some years ago. With regard to 
the sheep question, I think it is partly due to the system 
of farming carried out. When wheat was selling at a 
good price farmers turned over their lands with the 
plough oftener than they do now. With the fall in the 
price of wheat they contracted their corn area and in- 
creased their flocks of sheep, so that one of the first 
essentials of good sheep farming—having land turned 
over and having plenty of roots and new pastures—was 
done away with. I have seen a farmer who will keep 
his flock of hogs in the old pasture two winters follow- 
ing and cart cake and roots to them. He has brought 
few sheep out alive, but he is so full of that cussedness 
that he thinks his farm is a poor place for sheep. What 
I advise my clients is that if they keep a large flock of 
sheep they must turn over land and renew their pastures 
for them. If they keep them on the same land they get 
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Mr. Elder says I am not in a position to say, or whether 
they get the disease less severely. Professor Penberthy 
has alluded to the remarks here last year. It strikes me 
whether in the treatment of gastro-enteritis and strongy- 
lus tetracanthus Lysol could be introduced into the 
rectum with Smith’s tube. If soI think it would be one 
way of attacking the parasite. In regard to drenching 
sheep, I tind farmers are very careless. It has occurred to 
me that milk is a safer agent than oil to administer tur- 
pentine with. Professor Penberthy has had more oppor- 
tunities of studying the disease from a post-mortem 
point of view, perhaps, than any other man in England. 
Professor PENBERTHY : You are always extremely kind 
to me, so that I do not feel at all distended by what | 
might under some circumstances regard as the flattery 
of my friends. I am conscious of most serious diffi- 
culties in the paper due to imperfect goageres: and 
caligraphy, and other difficulties, but I am extremely 
ear to know that your experience concurs with mine, 
had very little that was new to tell you on the subject, 
though I have gained some knowledge, and perhaps the 
introduction of the subject will freshen our memories a 
little upon it and we shall pay a little more attention to 
cases which do not appear to be parasitic. I have got 
very firmly impressed on my mind—I have not seen it 
forl2 or 13 years—a very clear description of an outbreak 
of toenia in lambs in West Cornwall, written by Mr. Olver. 
I always keep that ia my mind and the treatment you 
adopted. I should like to say that outbreaks of toenia 
are sometimes extremely fatal with that treatment. 
You must not think that because people do not call us 
in to see single sheep I never see sheep as patients. 
I see many thousands of living animals in the course of 
the year. I do see a large number of sheep ; but in cer- 
tain cases you may give them all the medicine you like 
and castor oil, but they die of it. It is small parasites 
in conjunction with the tape-worm. I have found this 
highly successful in the case of tape-worm alone: but 
the two worms are sometimes together. My experience 
also agrees with Mr. Elder’s as to appetite. With the 
strongylus tetracanthus attack the appetite of the animal 
is lost as a rule, especially in the acute attacks. I have 
lately had very considerable success in saving the lives 
of animals which I am afraid will never recover their 
original value, by bringing them indoors, but it is in an 
extremely cold temperature and on extremely cold land. 
There were thorougbreds of two kinds—racehorses and 
cart-horses, and [ had stoves put in the stables. The 
loss of heat which comes about in rapidly occurring 
anzmia should be made up as soon as possible. Con- 
cerning the symptoms referred to by Mr. Oliver, irre. 
spective of the existence of some parasites in the feeces 
there are no symptoms. I don’t know whether Mr. 
Elder has had any experience in the scouring lands of 
Somerset. I have tried to collect animals dying of this 
disease, and have found these parasites in myriads. 
Take a lot of the cases of wood-evil and murrain and 
you will find the symptoms exactly agree with these. I 
am bound to say if some of my sccieties were to bring 
forward their own individual experience, truthfully with- 
out embellishments, veterinary knowledge would be 
better advanced than by what I am doing. Iam a col- 
lector of experience, too, gentlemen ; but I do not collect 
enough. Independent of the worm there are no symp- 
toms I know of, and when the cases are far advanced 
T have not much faith in the curative measures which 
are at our disposal yet. We can do a great deal of good 
by dosing those that appear to be well, and kill the rest. 
The President thinks that the disease is more common. 
I have nv reason for holding a different opinion. I have 
no doubt cultivation helps to prevent the spread of the 
disease, and therefore some alteration in the agricultural 
process has something to do with it. Our experience in 


parts where the land is always turned. I have aljay 
thought of the same thing—that it is not worth while) 
turn out wheat, and that where the land is not turpe 
so much, these parasites are much more common, | 
always advise turpentine and milk. I am extremely 
obliged to you for the very patient hearing you hays 
given me. 

The PRESIDENT: I think it is our duty to give oy 
best thanks to Professor Penberthy for his paper, As , 
Cornishman and West of England man we are always 
pleased to see him, and it is not the first time he hs 
provided us with some food for discussion, and I hoy 
we shall see him again. I move that the best thanks of 
the Association be tendered to him. 

Mr. OLveER, in seconding the motion, said : I have 
known Professor Penberthy many years. I knew hin 
before he was a professor, and always found him a good 
sort of fellow, and I think he is improving. (Laughter) 
He is a Cornishman, and I feel it always gives bim 
pleasure to come amongst us, and if he can enlighten ws 
a little we are all very much obliged to him. 

The motion having been carried, 

Professor PENBERTHY briefly acknowledged the con: 
pliment, remarking that Mr. Olver was the first veteriu- 
ary surgeon he ever saw pertorm an operation. 

At the close of the meeting the mem berg dined to- 
gether, the President in the chair. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 263rd general meeting of the Association was 
held on Friday, 2nd December, 1898, at 6.30 p.m. MM. 
A. M. Brodie occupied the chair. 

The minutes having been read and signed and some 
general business transacted, 

Mr. Srppatt then read a well thought out and most 
valuable essay upon “ Disinfectants and Disinfection,’a 
the close of which Mr Mcllvenna opened the discussidn 
on Mr. Tapley’s paper on “ Tetanus,” read at the previous 
meeting. 

The discussion proved a very animated one, and was 
well sustained by Messrs. Walker, Wooldridge, Siddll 
Roberts, Brodie, Poles and Rix. 

Votes of thanks to Mr. Tapley and the Chairmal 
brought the meeting to a close. , 
J. M. Tate, Assist. Se. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


A STATE BACTERIOLOGIST FOR 
NEW ZEALAND. 


The request of the New Zealand Branch of the Brits 
Medical Association that a bacteriological 
should be established in the colony for the supply ° aad 
various media necessary for the cultivation of 
the examination of tissues, and that Mr. J. A. Ogi 
M.R.C.V S., Chief Veterinary Officer and i 
to the New Zealand Government, should be P t at 
charge thereof, is surely the highest complimen ors 00 
could be paid to Mr. Gilruth. That the practition* 
the human subject in New Zealand should so 14° tte 38 
through the trammels of their professional a 
to officially recognise the ability of a veterinaria”, of the 
doubt be a severe shock to the conservatives. | it 
medical profession in other countries. here mark 
question, however, that Mr. Gilruth, ween be able 
ability in his own profession is recognised, ner medi 
to discharge his new duties with advantage sot institute 
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has been one of the greatest wants of the colony, but it 
was certainly not expected that it would come in the 
resent manner. There is in Wellington a small and 
imperfectly equipped laboratory for the use of the Go- 
vernment veterinary staff,.and provision is made in the 
Estimates for new buildings with more ample accommo- 
dation and equipment. The latest departure should 
ensure the passing of this vote, with a further sum for 
the new demands which must be met, so that the insti- 
tution may be efficiently and creditably conducted. 1t 
may be mentioned that the proposed new buildings are 
yart of a long-considered scheme for the provision of 
much needed increased accommodation for the more 
technical branches of the Agricultural Department—the 
laboratories of the bacteriologist, veterinarians, biologist, 
dairy instructor, and before long, we hope, the chemist 
and analyst of the Department. Meantime Mr. Gilruth 
has our congratulations upon the new dignity which has 
been thrust upon him.— Lyttleton Times, Christchurch, 
Nov. 3, 1898. 


STRAMONIUM POISONING. 


On the 10th instant Mr. George Collings, of Hankey, 
informed me that his ostrich chicks were dying at an 
alarming rate, and requested me to enquire into the matter. 
[at once proceeded to his camp and found there four 
birds that had died that morning. It appears that about 
a hundred chicks, the majority just hatched, had been 
put into this camp about the 7th instant, and very 
shortly after they began to die off, the mortality being 
entirely among chicks a few days old, while older birds 
remained healthy. The birds were noticed off their feed 
during the day, and next morning would be found dead. 
On my arrival I made a post-mortem examination on 
the dead birds. The only pathological lesion present 
was an intensely yellow colour of the liver, the texture 
of which, however, was firm and apparently normal. The 
stomach was rather full and contained, mixed with the 
other contents, a large number of small black seeds. I 
then examined the camp and found a very large quantity 
of thorn apple fruit—Datura Stramonium—or as it is 
knownin Dutch “Stink Blaar,” growing there, and a 
comparison showed that these were the seeds found in 
the stomachs 

Concluding that these were the cause of death, I ad- 
vised Mr. Collings to remove his birds at once to another 
camp. I may add that the fruits were those of last year 
~~ were ne dry and withered on the stems, and were 

teely discharging their contents. There was an immense 
number of them scattered on the ground. 

' —_ 13th instant, Mr. Collings informed me that a 
ew chicks had died after removal but the mortality had 
Practically ceased. 
J. M. Stncarr, Govt. Vet. Surgeon. 
Humansdorp, 14th Oct, 


tis not easy to understand how the 

: sta possessors of 

rr ean look with equanimity upon the rank growth 
he ry over their werf and in corners of their 
s. The goat is perhaps the only animal 
capable of browzing upon its fetid herb- 
pe, peta injury, and that same heavy unpleasant 
plant a areatontiy the cause of other stock rejecting the 
saan vee er. The poisonous principle, daturin, is 
about twro a quantity in the seeds, of which there are 
capenle or two hundred and fifty in each 
colour if se seeds, conspicuous by their deep black 
ered upon a sandy light soil, assuredly 
valuable ost), real danger to poultry and to the more 
ostrich chicks, The experience of Mr. Sinclair's 


co 
Trespondent at Hankey should be made known to other 


farmers, so that they may be on their guard against 
similar losses. If the stinkblaar plants be taken at an 
early stage, they pull easily and can be destroyed before 
formation of the capsule. 

There is a good deal of curious information about 
stramonium to be picked up, and the moral of it all tends 
to show the necessity for a careful foresight whenever it 
comes up as a weed. The seeds are known to have been 
used by the Thugs, or Hereditary caste of thieves and 

isoners in India, to stupefy their victims. Dr. P. A. 

impson, formerly Professor of Medical Jurisprudence 
in the Glasgow University, states that seeds of another 
species, Datura ferox, are often used by unprincipled 
Hindoos to reduce their aged relatives to such a state of 
imbecility and helplessness that there shall be a coloura- 
ble excuse for depriving them of the control of their pro- 
og And there are records to show that the drug has 

en occasionally given in the same country to persons 
who have shown an inclination to embrace Christianity. 
This has been done with a view of producing an utter 
mental confusion. Even at the Cape, there are traces of 
a similar evil practice, perhaps only occasional, in the 
production of the hypnotic state known as “ betoovered ” 
in bewitchment. In 1877 or ’78, my house servant was 
thus drugged with stramonium seeds administered in a 
kookje by an objectionable old man who wanted her for 
a second wife. Some of the szeds were in evidence, un- 
broken, and perfectly recognisable, but I could not induce 
the local authorities to prosecute. In their view it was 
only “betoovered,” whatever that may be. Perhaps 
they took it for hysteria, but there was the indubitable 
administration of stramonium, a punishable offence I 
should have thought, and the delirium and hallucinations 
produced were quite different from any hysteric symp- 
toms. The effects of stramonium are detailed in Prof. 
Johnston’s interesting volume 7'he Chemistry of Common 
Life, pp. 374-378. See also Hooker’s Himalayan Jour- 
nals, vol. i. p. 66. The losses chronicled by Mr. Sinclair 
will serve as a caution to those who let the stinkblaar 
grow and perfect its poisonous seeds about their cultiva- 
ted lands and camps. P.M.O. 


The N.V.A. Meeting, 1899. 


In connection with the Congress of the National 
Veterinary Association to be held at Plymouth in August 
next, members of the veterinary profession throughout 
the country will welcome the announcement that the 
Mavor (Alderman Pethick, J.P.) has promised his hearty 
support to any effort for promoting the success of the 
meeting. His worship is well known asa great lover and 
a keen judge of horses, and his personal support and 
official recognition of the forthcoming Congress will be 
greatly appreciated by those who devote themselvees to 
preventing and alleviating animal suffering.— Western 
Morning News. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From The London Gazette : 
War Orrice, Patt MAL, Dee 13. 


Veterinary-Captain F. Raymond, F.R.C.V.S., to be 
Veterinary-Major. Dec. 14. 

Ist. Worcester and Warwick Artillery Volunteer Corps. 
—F. J. Taylor, gent., to be Vet.-Lieutenant. Dee. 14. 


The undermentioned veterinary officers embarked for 
India :—Veterinary-Major J. K. Grainger, Vet.-Captain 
D. J. Barry, and Vet.-Lieutenants C. B. M. Harris, W. J. 
Tatam, and W. A. Wood. 


368 THE VETERINARY RECORD _ December 17, 1808 


SOME REFORMS REQUIRED. 
Dear Sir. 


I should like to know why vacant positions for can- 
didates for the membership of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons are not advertised some 
time, say five or six weeks, before the elections take 
place? I consider it to be the duty of the Council to 
see to this so as to give fresh candidates a chance to 
compete with the members retiring by rotation. I sup- 
pose the reason why no such advertisements appear in 
the professional journals is that the Council do not want 
to see fresh faces appearing at their Council Board. In 
my humble opinion the present Council is getting stale, 
probably staler than the one turned out a few years Be 
to make room for the then Radicals. I should like® to 
see less of the Schoolmen and more of General Practi- 
tioners on the Council. It appears to be that the 
R.C.V.S. exists for the schools, and not the schools for 
the R.C.V.S. RaDICAL. 


JURY SERVICE. 
Sir, 

I wish to express my cordial concurrence with the 
views expressed by Mr. Donaldson Pottie in his letter to 
The Veterinarg Record of November 26th, in reference 
to veterinary surgeons serving as jurymen. I, too, 
have been a martyr to the unjust law, and know what a 
very great hardship it is to be taken from one’s business 
and have to put in may be two weeks in attendance at 
assizes. 

As Mr. Pottie suggests, the simple mode of procedure 
would be to get up a petition to the proper authority, 
and this, I think, could best be started by each veterinary 
medical society putting it in form and getting the signa- 
tures of their members, and it could be circulated in 
places like this, where, I regret to say there is no 
society. 

[ shall be glad to do what [ can towards furthering 
the object, and I trust the matter will be taken up at 
once, as I am sure it will have the hearty support of 
every V.S.—Yours truly, 

J. R. Hamitron, M.R.C.V.S. 

Lisburn, Ireland. 


UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS AND THE R.G.V.S 
Dear Sir, 

Can you explain why so many practitioners advertise 
for assistants who are not qualified? Is it that qualified 
assistants are scarce? or 1s it that they won’t work ? or 
is it that those practitioners who employ unqualified 
assistants won’t pay a fair price for the services of a 
qualified man ? 

I consider that, in my humble opinion, the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons fails in its duty in not put- 
ting a stop to the employment of unregistered assistants. 
By their employment it defeats the dina of the Veter- 
of 1881, that the prevention of 

nqualied practice posing as qualified. What is the 
good of the Act if WROVS, cover such unqualified 
assistants. It is unfair to the young graduates, it is un- 
fair to the public, and a disgrace to the profession. The 
medical profession have put a stop to it. Why shouldn’t 
we? I believe some members of the Council are not 
above employing unqualified assistants. Is it not the 
way to manufacture quacks /—Yours faithfully, 


“ ANTI-QU ACK.” 


THE STEEL MEMORIAL. 
Sir 
Fora person not in the relation of a father confess 
you appear to possess a quite extraordinary acquaintance 
with the workings of my inner consciousness, “\{; 
Dollar knows perfectly well that there was a publi 
meeting of the subscribers.” Permit me to point out 
that it is not I but you yourself who are responsible for 
the statement, that there is room for grave doubt on the 
point, and that so far all my efforts to obtain some pro 
of its correctness have been evaded. 

I have shown from published statements that the 
money for the Steel Memorial was given on the faith of 
promises that it would be used for “ instituting a priz 
to students of ail our schools.” I have further shown 
that it was used for quite another purpose, and that one 
of the persons who made the promise to guard the fund 
for students has this year received the award himselt, 
he being an old man and retired from the active practice 
of his profession. To this you replied (Dec. 3rd, 1898) 
that “for reasons” it was resolved “ to vary the method 
of its disposal” and that as this was done at a “public 
meeting” there was “no room left for cavil.” As you 
give no “reasons” for so astounding and so little credit- 
able a perversion of the original trust I have asked for 
them. And as furthermore the so-called “public meet- 
ing” if it took place at all appears to have been of an 
exceptionally irregular character I have asked for details 
of zt. If everything was fair and above board surely the 
best reply would consist in telling the plain unvarnished 
truth. But however that may be you cannot avoid 
furnishing these details by assuring your readers that 
“Mr. Dollar knows perfectly well that there was 4 
public meeting” and the statement both in its immediate 
and remote suggestion is neither pertinent nor polite. 
As| you say that “before writing the article .... we 
carefully looked up the facts,” you must be in possession 
of these facts, and it behoves you to give them. If you 
do not it must either be that you cannot or that you 
will not. And the deduction in either case is equally 
undesirable. 

Lastly, you say that you decline to answer because 
“only one man wants this six-year-old question Te 
discussed.” That statement sounds a little curious from 
the person who initiated the discussion. I presume that 
your editorial pages are reserved for matters whic 
appear most likely to interest the largest number. 
“only one man wants this six-year-old question 
discussed ” why was it that you devoted the most mr 

rtant column in your entire issue of Nov. 26th to draw- 
ing public attention to it? Surely not for the sole pur 


se of gratifying,—Yours, ete., 
J. A. W. 


Dec. 12th. 
{See note on front page.—Eb.| 


Communications, Books, AND PaPERS RECEIVED 
Jno. A. W. Dollar, H. Gray, J. R. Hamilton, J.D. Pot™ 
H. Locke. The 

The British Dental Journal, The Siam Weekly Mail, 
Guernsey Advertiser. 


Original articles and reports should ,be written re 
side only of the paper and authenticated by the sara 
addresses of the writers not necessarily for publicat! - 

We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all hg — 
worth bringing under the notice of the —— < from 
thankful to any friends who may send us — 
local papers containing facts of interest. Fulham 

Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 ku 
Road, S.W. 
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